JOURNAL   OF   ARNOLD    BENNETT
Saturday, October J.6th.
Bought:
" Recit d'une Soeur ",a 2 vols. half morocco. I have wanted
this for years. It looks pretty good and if it is, it is because it
is sincere.
" La Fontaine et ses Fables/' This is a good copy, only it
is a school prize. I almost sent it back. Then I began to read
it.
This morning I finished the last scene but one of the first Act
of " The Honeymoon ". As I have had a vague headache for
two days, my programme has been deranged. But yesterday I
did really begin my projected anthology (in the form of a diction-
ary) of the pronouncements of W. S. Landor on the subject of
literature. This afternoon I did a little water-colour.
Tuesday, October igth.
This morning I had that excessive consciousness of one's self
which comes from being a little over-tired, or (I have been told)
after a ' drink', and which is favourable to creative work. I
finished my first act easily. I may enlarge it a bit. This after-
noon, we went to the Rocher d'Avon.
Wednesday, October zoth.
I seemed to spend most of last night in reading a back number
of Blackwood's which happened to be by the bed. From the
memories of a General Russell,2 I learnt that conscienceless as
governments are now to some of their younger servants, they
used to be even worse. He was asked to go on a secret mission,
and told that if he was ' caught out' the government wcrald
disown him. He accomplished the mission, was not caught out,
and sent home a lot of useful and authentic information. But
the government declined to pay a penny of his travelling expenses.
What a damned young fool he was not to get them before lie
started! Not only that; but his information being distasteful
to the supreme chiefs he was in disfavour, and refused a berth
in the Intelligence Department which he wanted to enter,
However, after about a year he was * forgiven '.
The most interesting aspect of his souvenirs is that which
1 By Mrs. Augustus (Pauline) Craven, published in 1867.
8 Maj.-General Frank S. Russell described his experiences in the TurMsJi
War and Near East, in Blackwood's Magazine, August, 1909.
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